[Postanoxia encephalopathies].
Ischaemic brain damage can follow global cerebral hypoxia, localized cerebral hypoxia and global cerebral anoxia as it occurs after circulatory arrest. The calcium-ion-mediated mechanism is one of the main routes to cerebral deterioration. Barbiturates are restricted for treatment of increased intracranial pressure and seizures. Calcium channel blockers cannot yet be recommended. Therapy remains mainly symptomatic. Hyperglycaemia should be avoided.